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A rare dirham by Ahmed bin Hilal from Oman, dated 312 AH, and its contribution to
(re-dating the late rule of Banli Sama (280-312 AH/893-924 AD

ABSTRACT

Eisa Yousif The Banti Sama, descendants of Sama ibn Lu’ayy of Quraysh, set-
tled in Tu'am and emerged as a major political force in Oman,
particularly during the Abbasid period. Following Muhammad
ibn Nar's arrival in 280 AH, an Abbasid-aligned regime was es-
tablished in Oman.

Ahmad ibn Hilal, the most prominent Bana Sama ruler, governed
Suhar and preserved its autonomy despite Qarmatian incursions
in the early fourth century AH. This study relies primarily on Is-
lamic coinage, particularly silver dirhams bearing the names

of Ahmad ibn Hilal and the Abbasid caliph al-Mugqtadir bi-llah.
Key words

Dirham, Ahmed bin Hilal, Oman,

Minted in Oman between 299 and 312 AH, these coins display

a standardized typology including the shahada, rulers’ names,
Bant Sama, Abbasid caliphs,

al-Hamriyah (Sharjah)

Qur’anic inscriptions, and mint data.
The study highlights a dirham discovered in al-Hamriyah (Shar-

jah) and dated 312 AH, confirming the continuation of his rule

ARTICLE INFO beyond the previously suggested date of 310 AH. Numismatic
Received 11/4/2026 evidence also records the name ‘Abd al-Halim ibn Ibrahim on
Accepted 25/4/2026

coins dated 313 AH, suggesting the need to reassess political suc-
cession prior to the rise of the Bana Wajih in 314 AH.
The study demonstrates the value of Islamic coinage in revising

historical narratives and reconstructing Oman’s political chro-

nology, confirming the continuation of Bana Sama rule under

Ahmad ibn Hilal until 312 AH.
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