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A Rhetorical and Semantic Study of the Epithets and Attributes of Marduk in the

“Creation Epic”

ABSTRACT

Hassanein Haydar Abdulwahed Cuneiform texts, in their various genres, constitute a valuable
treasure due to the rich and significant information they preserve
within their lines about the civilization of ancient Iraq in all its
aspects. These texts encompass a wide range of types, including
literary, religious, royal, and other categories of cuneiform
compositions. Among the most important literary texts of ancient
Mesopotamian civilization is the Creation Epic, which consists
of seven tablets addressing the theme of creation and presenting
the gods’ perspectives on humanity as well as on themselves. In
addition, it provides valuable information concerning the names

Keywords
of the gods, their attributes, and the relationships among them.

Marduk; Creation; Gods; Linguistic;

Cuneiform Texts. o ] )
One of the most significant elements presented in the Creation

Epic—particularly in its seventh tablet—is the fifty names of the
god Marduk, the protagonist of the narrative and the chief of the
Babylonian pantheon. The god Marduk is distinguished by the
multiplicity of his names and attributes, which reach the number
of fifty. This feature sets him apart from other Mesopotamian

deities and has necessitated the present study in order to examine

ARTICLE INFO the meanings and implications of these names.
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